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PRESIDENT’S PAGE      BY: DENNIS BUDZYNSKI 

Today, November 23, 2021, our president, Joe Biden is going to release our coun-

try’s oil reserves in the hopes of lowering fuel costs to the customers. This was 

strangely used in the past to try to stabilize the demand now that people are driving 

more. This caught me a little off guard since his answer to all of the country’s 

problems is to throw money at. 

 

I am sure that a pre-paid gas card for every man, women and child was considered. 

All joking aside, he has created the shortages and once again we all will pay for it. 

The problems keep piling up and it seems like the small business takes the hardest 

hit. We are the ones that have to look our customers in the eye and try to explain 

why costs are climbing, that’s not our job. Nobody is buying that this all because 

of covid-19. 

 

We need our leaders to quit fooling around. We need to be strong, independent and 

respected in the world. 
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Pennsylvania Petroleum Association 
November 29, 2021 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has announced updated guidance for COVID Economic Injury Dis-

aster Loan (EIDL) program applicants to better serve small business owners in need, while funding remains avail-

able. 

The COVID Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) and EIDL Advance programs still have billions of dollars 

available to help small businesses hard hit by the pandemic. 

In response to COVID-19, small business owners, including agricultural businesses, and nonprofit organizations 

can apply for EIDL. 

The purpose of EIDL is to provide financial assistance for small businesses to meet financial obligations and oper-

ating expenses that could have been met had the disaster not occurred. 

The SBA has implemented the following updated guidance: 

-- EIDL Loan and Targeted Advance Applications will be accepted until December 31 and will be processed 

after this date until funds are exhausted. 

-- Supplemental Targeted Advance Applications will be accepted until December 31. However, the SBA is un-

able to process these applications after the December 31 deadline. The SBA strongly encourages eligible small 

businesses to apply by December 10 to ensure adequate processing time. 

-- Increases to Maximum Loan Amount - Borrowers can request increases up to their maximum eligible loan 

amount for up to two years after their loan origination date, or until the funds are exhausted, whichever is soonest. 

-- Application Deadline - The SBA will accept and review reconsideration and appeal requests for COVID EIDL 

applications received on or before December 31 if the reconsideration/appeal is received within the timeframes in 

the regulation. This means six months from the date of decline for reconsiderations and 30 days from the date of 

reconsideration decline for appeals –unless funding is no longer available. 

 In September, the SBA announced major enhancements to the EIDL program. Key changes announced in-

cluded-- 

-- Increased COVID EIDL Cap - The SBA lifted the COVID EIDL cap from $500,000 to $2 million. Loan funds 

can be used for any normal operating expenses and working capital, including payroll, purchasing equipment, and 

paying off debt. 

-- Implementation of a Deferred Payment Period - The SBA will ensure small business owners will not have to 

begin COVID EIDL repayment until two years after loan origination so that they can get through the pandemic 

without having to worry about making ends meet. 

-- Establishment of a 30-Day Exclusivity Window - To ensure Main Street businesses have additional time to 

access these funds, the SBA implemented a 30-day exclusivity window of approving and disbursing funds for loans 

of $500,000 or less. Approval and disbursement of loans over $500,000 began after the 30-day period ended. 

-- Expansion of Eligible Use of Funds - COVID EIDL funds are now eligible to prepay commercial debt and 

make payments on federal business debt. 

-- Simplification of affiliation requirements - To ease the COVID EIDL application process for small businesses, 

the SBA established simplified affiliation requirements to model those of the Restaurant Revitalization Fund. 

 How to apply 
 Eligible small businesses, nonprofits, and agricultural businesses in all U.S. states and territories can apply. 

Visit www.sba.gov/eidl to learn more about eligibility and application requirements. 

 The last day that applications may be received is December 31, 2021. 

 Applications received by December 10 for Supplemental Advance will be processed in the order received 

and the SBA cannot guarantee processing of all applications by December 31. 

 All applicants should file their applications as soon as possible to allow for processing. For additional infor-

mation on COVID EIDL and other recovery programs, please visit 

www.sba.gov/relief. 

 Small business owners may call SBA’s Customer Service Center 1-833-853-5638 (855-440-4960 for the 

deaf and hard-of-hearing) or email DisasterCustomerService@sba.gov for additional assistance. 

SBA Offering Billions In Covid Economic Injury Disaster Loans Before December 31 
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PA Environmental Quality Board Approves Final Stage I & II Reg. Changes 
Pennsylvania Petroleum Association 

November 22, 2021 

On November 16, the Environmental Quality Board voted to approve the final regulations making changes to 

Stage I and II volatile organic compound emission controls on underground gasoline storage tanks. 

 

The EQB voted 17-2 to approve the regulation. The representatives of the Republican Chairs of the Senate and 

House opposed the approval-later citing concerns regarding the dismantling process. 

 

The regulation allows owners and operators of gasoline dispensing facilities (GDFs) to remove or decommis-

sion all Stage II vapor recovery equipment and requires the removal or decommissioning of a certain type of 

Stage II equipment.  

 

Decommissioning Stage II vapor recovery equipment will eliminate incompatibility with onboard refueling va-

por recovery systems and reduce emissions. It retains the requirement to perform two types of annual vapor 

leak tests. 

 

The proposed regulation would require the installation of ECO nozzles and outlines the procedure for the de-

commissioning process. 

 

The regulation must now go through the remainder of the regulatory process before it becomes effective, in-

cluding a review by the Independent Regulatory Review Commission and the Senate and House environmental 

committees. 

 

PPA has been working closely with the Department of Environmental Protection on this regulation and is glad 

to see this major step being taken. 
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Quality GASOLINE and TRANSPORT Service Since 1972

Great Reputation, Competitive Pricing

Celebrating 25 Years of Dependable Service to Independent 

Gasoline Retailers in Western PA

Contact Ron Rotolo 724-333-5964

Branded/Unbranded Gasoline, E85, Bio Diesel, On Road/Off Road, Kerosene

Email:  ronr@reedoil.com
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President Asks FTC To Investigate Fuel Prices At The Pump 
Pennsylvania Petroleum Association 

November 22, 2021 

Last Wednesday, President Biden asked the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to investigate prices at the pump, 

suggesting illegal conduct by the oil industry is the cause of the recent price spike. 

 

To support his claim of “anti-consumer behavior by oil-and-gas companies,” the president said in his letter to 

FTC Chair Lina Khan that, “Usually, prices at the pump correspond to movements in the price of unfinished 

gasoline, but in the last month the price of unfinished gasoline is down more than 5 percent while gas prices at 

the pump are up 3 percent.” 

 

Ms. Kahn previously has suggested “concentration and collusion in retail markets” would be examined by the 

FTC. 

 

Unfortunately, what the market is currently experiencing is the whiplash effect of prices due to COVID-19’s 

depression of gasoline demand, which caused oil companies to shut down unneeded production. 

 

Crude oil is traded in a global market, and prices are ultimately set by worldwide supply and demand and are 

also influenced by perceptions about future supply and demand. 

 

Look no further than the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) Administrator’s own testimony this 

week before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee in which he said, “Energy price increases are 

a direct result of the very good news that, globally, economies have begun to recover after the severe economic 

contraction most of the world experienced in the first months of the COVID-19 pandemic. World consumption 

of petroleum is recovering faster than production, which has resulted in steady draws on global oil inventories 

and upward pressure on prices.” 

 

A myriad of factors beyond the cost of crude oil and refining it into gasoline affect prices at the pump, including 

federal/state motor fuels excise taxes, boutique or unique fuel requirements, and credit card swipe fees which 

remain the highest expense after labor for small business energy marketers. 

 

Gas prices are set by the owner or operator of each retail outlet who must factor the need to pay for the next de-

livery of gasoline (i.e., replacement costs) into the street price. 

 

If supply is seen as dropping relative to demand, this can place upward pressure on price and can be factored 

into the retailer’s pricing decision. 

 

The costs to transport and deliver motor fuels to retail outlets are often overlooked, but they too have increased. 

 

The national truck driver shortage has increased labor costs and impacts the ability of thousands of independent 

energy marketers to distribute supply to their customers. 

 

Last week, EMA sent a letter to the Biden Administration outlining ways to minimize the driver shortage and 

improve disaster response. 

 

Unfortunately, the latest effort by the Biden Administration, a perennial in every administration since Nixon, 

arises whenever gasoline prices increase from demand outstripping supply. 

 

EMA stands ready to work with the Administration to reign in excessive swipe fees and alleviate the truck 

driver shortage. 

https://www.energymarketersofamerica.org/ema_today/attachments/EMA_Driver_Shortage_ltr_Nov_2021.pdf
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IRS Clarifies Timing, Allocation Of Forgiven PPP Loans 

Pennsylvania Petroleum Association 

November 22, 2021 

The IRS released guidance last week clarifying when amounts excluded from gross income in connection with 

forgiven Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans are considered received or accrued for tax purposes and how 

partnerships should allocate such amounts– 

 

— Rev. Proc. 2021-48 (https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-21-48.pdf) said amounts excluded from gross in-

come in connection with forgiven PPP loans can be treated as received or accrued when the relevant expenses 

are incurred, when the application for forgiveness is filed or when the loan is forgiven. 

 

— Rev. Proc. 2021-49 (https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-21-49.pdf) described how forgiven PPP loan 

amounts are allocated among the partners in a partnership as well as the corresponding adjustments made to the 

partners’ bases. 

 

— Rev. Proc. 2021-50 (https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-21-50.pdf) said partnerships could file amended 

returns to adopt the guidance set forth in the revenue procedures. 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-21-48.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-21-49.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-21-50.pdf


9 

PRARA NEWS       December 2021         

Federal Court Orders OSHA To Suspend Enforcement Workplace Vaccinate/Test Mandate 

Pennsylvania Petroleum Association 
November 22, 2021 

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) announced last week it is 
suspending enforcement of its controversial COVID-19 vaccine mandate for private businesses. 
 
OSHA made the announcement after the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit upheld an injunction preventing 
the rule from taking effect. 
 
In a written opinion, the court said the OSHA rule was “fatally flawed” and prohibited OSHA from taking any steps 
to implement or enforce it. 
 
Nevertheless, the Biden Administration insists that OSHA has the authority to impose a workplace vaccination or 
test mandate and is encouraging employers to move forward voluntarily. 
 
As written, the vaccine mandate would require employers with a hundred or more employees to prepare and imple-
ment a program to test or vaccinate all workers they employ company wide. 
 
Drivers are exempt from the test or vaccinate mandate but must be counted when determining the 100-employee 
threshold that triggers compliance. 
 
The rule would have required employers to have workplace vaccinate or test programs in place by December 5th and 
begin implementing their programs by January 4th. 
 
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit will now decide whether to lift the injunction against the rule or let it 
stand. 
 
More than two dozen state attorneys general and other groups are also challenging the mandate in court. Ultimately, 
the U.S Supreme Court will have the final say. 
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ACCOUNTANTS 

ATM 

ATTORNEY 

INSURANCE 

PARTS/PETROLEUM EQUIP 

COMPUTERS 

CONSULTING 

ENVIRONMENTAL TANKS & 

UPGRADES 

Flynn Environmental, Inc.  

Michael Flynn-Pittsburgh, PA 

800-690-9409 

 

Groundwater & Environment Svc. Inc. 

Jon Agnew 

Cranberry Township, PA 

800-267-2549 ext. 3636 

 

McRo Construction Inc. 

Donald Rothey Jr. 

Elizabeth, PA  

412-384-6051 

 

S.I.S. 

J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA 

724-224-1220 

 

Total Tank Works LLC 

Sean Tosadori-East Butler 

724-285-4258 

MEMBER TO MEMBER SERVICES 

 Bulava & Associates 

 Joe Bulava-Greensbug, PA 

 724-836-7610 

 Oil Service, Inc. 

Joe Schmidlin-Pittsburgh, PA 

412-771-6950 

www.oilservice.com 

  

 J.E. Robinson 

 Murrysville, PA 

 412-423-1093 

 

 

 ATM Cash World 

 Tom Ranallo 

 Pittsburgh 

 800-937-5169 

 

 

Andrew Klaber 

Chartwell Law Offices 

Sewickley, PA 

412-741-0600 

Apter Industries 

Rick Gobel-McKeesport, PA 

412-672-9628 

Total Tank Works LLC 

Sean Tosadori-East Butler 

724-285-4258 

 

 

Computer Solutions 

Dick Norchi-Allison Park, PA 

412-369-8896 

 

 

Enviric, Inc. 

Victor Unger-Bairdford, PA 

724-265-5100 

 

S.I.S. 

J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA 

724-224-1220 

CLEANING CHEMICALS 

LUBRICANTS AND ANTIFREEZE 

Total Tank Works LLC 

Sean Tosadori-East Butler 

724-285-4258 

COMPLIANCE TESTING 
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Bolea Oil Products 

Robert Bolea-Coraopolis, PA 

412-264-1130 

 

Bradigan’s Inc. 

Andy Bradigan-Kittanning, PA 

724-548-7654 

 

Center Independent 

Doug Friend 

724-622-4835 

 

Countywide Petroleum 

Tim Redshaw-Pittsburgh, PA 

317-750-8273 

 

Glassmere Fuel Service 

Dell Cromie-Tarantum, PA 

724-265-4646 

 

Global Partners LLC 

Raymond Schratz 

781-777-3588 

 

Graft Oil Company 

Kevin Forsythe 

724-628-9580 

PETROLEUM PETROLEUM 

REMODELING 

SITE INSPECTION &  

TECHNICAL SERVICES 

TAXES 

USED TIRE PICKUP 

UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK/

LINE TESTING 

MEMBER TO MEMBER SERVICES 

Kehm Oil Company 

George Kehm-Oakdale, PA 

412-921-5200 

 

Reed Oil Company 

Skip Hazen-New Castle, PA 

724-944-4689 

 

 

Enviric, Inc. 

Victor Unger-Bairdford, PA 

724-265-5100 

 

S.I.S. 

J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA 

724-224-1220 

 

Total Tank Works LLC 

Sean Tosadori-East Butler 

724-285-4258 

 

 

 

J.E. Robinson 

Murrysville, PA 

412-423-1093 

 

 

 

 

Enviric, Inc. 

Victor Unger-Bairdford, PA 

724-265-5100 

 

Total Tank Works LLC 

Sean Tosadori-East Butler 

724-285-4258 

 

 

 

Penn Turf 814-696-7669 

Dan’s 724-529-7621 

Liberty 888-868-0097 

McRo Construction Inc. 

Donald Rothey Jr. 

Elizabeth, PA 

412-384-6051 

 

S.I.S. 

J.R. Bachor-Tarentum, PA 

724-279-3360 

 The National Guard is part of the reserve components of the United States 

Army and the United States Air Force. It is a military reserve force composed of Na-

tional Guard military members or units of each state and the territories of Guam, the 

Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia, for a total of 54 separate or-

ganizations. All members of the National Guard of the United States are also members 

of the organized militia of the United States as defined by 10 U.S.C. § 246. National 

Guard units are under the dual control of the state governments and the federal govern-

ment. 

 The majority of National Guard soldiers and airmen hold a civilian job full-

time while serving part-time as a National Guard member.[1][2] These part-time guards-

men are augmented by a full-time cadre of Active Guard & Reserve (AGR) personnel in 

both the Army National Guard and Air National Guard, plus Army Reserve Technicians 

in the Army National Guard and Air Reserve Technicians (ART) in the Air National 

Guard. 

 The National Guard is a joint activity of the United States Department of De-

fense (DoD) composed of reserve components of the United States Army and the 

United States Air Force: the Army National Guard[1] and the Air National Guard, re-

spectively.[1] 

 Local militias were formed from the earliest English colonization of the 

Americas in 1607. The first colony-wide militia was formed by Massachusetts in 1636 

by merging small older local units, and several National Guard units can be traced back 

to this militia. The various colonial militias became state militias when the United 

States became independent. The title "National Guard" was used in 1824 by some New 

York State militia units, named after the French National Guard in honor of the Marquis 

de Lafayette. "National Guard" became a standard nationwide militia title in 1903, and 

specifically indicated reserve forces under mixed state and federal control since 1933. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reserve_components_of_the_United_States_Armed_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_reserve_force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Virgin_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/District_of_Columbia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Militia_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Title_10_of_the_United_States_Code
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/10/246
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Guard_(United_States)#cite_note-National_Guard-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Guard_(United_States)#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Active_Guard_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Reserve_Technician_Program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Defense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Defense
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army_National_Guard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Guard_(United_States)#cite_note-National_Guard-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_National_Guard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Guard_(United_States)#cite_note-National_Guard-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Militia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_colonization_of_the_Americas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_colonization_of_the_Americas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_National_Guard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_du_Motier,_Marquis_de_Lafayette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_du_Motier,_Marquis_de_Lafayette
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Business Hours: 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday 8:30-3:30 

Wednesday 8:30-3:30 

Thursday 8:30-3:30 

Friday  Closed 

Contact: 

Phone: 412-241-2380 

Fax:  412-241-2815 

www.prara.com 

 

  

Petroleum Retailers & Auto Repair Association 

1051 Brinton Road Suite 304 

Pittsburgh PA 15221 

Calendar of Events 

  Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day     December 7 

  National Guard Birthday       December 13 

  First Day of Winter        December 21 

  Christmas         December 25 

  Kwanzaa          December 26 

  New Year ’ s Eve        December 31 


